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PREFACE 
 

 
The isolation of the English village is difficult to visualize when glancing at a map of the country and 

noticing the small distances between places.  This isolation is, or was until a few years ago, an 

actuality however:  I grew up in a small agricultural village about sixty miles south-west of London 

ŀƴŘ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŀŘƭȅ ōƻƳōŜŘ cities, and yet war seemed very remote 

in many ways.  Until quite recently many people were born, married and buried in the village 

without ever journeying more than twenty miles from home.  This isolation made each village a 

distinct entity even though the next village was only a mile or so away. 

 
Since the war however, the village has undergone changes more drastic than at any time in its 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǘȅǇƛŎŀƭΩ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŦƻƴŘƭȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ 

urban influences remove the isolation factors one by one. 

 
This paper will examine the village of Longstock in southern England and will attempt to describe the 

pattern of life as it was remembered and as it is changing.  This village was my childhood home from 

1933 to 1949 and I have re-visited it since then, most recently in the summer of 1961. 

 
I have necessarily relied on my own memory to a large degree, but in an effort to achieve objectivity 

I have corresponded with several people in the village, have consulted references where available 

and applicable and have obtained population figures from the Parish Council. 
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I 
INTRODUCTION 
 

 
The English village grew up when hunting and herding families settled down to a sedentary life, living 

in groups for mutual support and protection, and growing their own food.  The village is, in fact, as 

old as cultivation and although over four fifths of the people of England now live in urban areas, the 

village still holds its position as a characteristic product of the English way of life.  The village, then, is 

a much older institution than the town and has long served as the social and economic hub of the 

surrounding countryside.  Its position has primarily been dependent on agriculture, but besides 

providing the amenities of social life, the village craftsman served the neighbourhood with their 

traditional skills.  Mechanization has now made the wheelwright, blacksmith and saddler redundant 

so that the younger generation has little alternative between work directly on the land or migration 

to the town. 

 
The survival of the village has owed much to its capacity for continuous change:  the primitive village 

was quite different from the medieval village, while the medieval village was equally different from 

the village of today. 

 
Throughout its history, until about a hundred and fifty years ago, the village independence was 

undisturbed; the inhabitants living an almost self-contained existence, working on the surrounding 

land and seldom travelling further than the nearest market town. 

 
In the nineteenth century however, changes took place which seriously impaired the self-sufficiency 

of the village.  The Enclosure Acts transformed the whole economic structure of the rural community 

by dividing the common land among the existing landlords.  Many villagers who had previously 

obtained a living on the common land were forced to search for work in the growing towns.  The 

road system ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ мутл ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

network of over 15,000 miles of railway lines linking the burgeoning towns.  This virtually eliminated 

the stage-coach, thus again isolating the villages. 

 
The development of the automobile and the institution of the rural bus services revolutionized 

transportation, bringing villages on or near the main roads into closer contact with the neighbouring 

towns than ever before. 

 
The existence of the village community based on agriculture depended largely on the urban demand.  

The needs of a rapidly reproductive population however, were ǎƻƻƴ ōŜȅƻƴŘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

the settlement of the North American prairie together with the repeal of the Corn Laws brought 

ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŜȄƻŘǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴǎΦ  ά.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ мутм ŀƴŘ 

1931 the proportion of the rural population declined by nearly half, and over the same period the 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ƘŀƭŦ ŀ ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦέ 1 

 
The situation was only partly alleviated in time of war when increased production was important.  

The villages were not able to offer adequate attractions to stem the migration to the town where 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛƴŜƳŀΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƻƭǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊŜΦ 

 

                                                           
1
 C Stewart, The Village Surveyed, p23-24 
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This, then is the first problem of the English village - how to provide opportunities, 

social and economic, in sufficient measure to compete favourably with the towns, 

while at the same time preserving the advantages which should be the natural 

consequence of a healthy outdoor life. 2 

 
¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƻ άǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜέ ǘƘŜ ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǊǳǊŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ-century 

conception of the village as an escape from the industrial town.  At the same time as countrymen 

left the village to seek employment in the towns, the townsman was leaving the city to find 

enjoyment in the country. 

 
The English village has thus been subjected to many stresses and strains, but perhaps none more 

crucial than those which it is undergoing today.  Sociological study of the village has been largely 

neglected and although W M WilliamsΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ DƻǎŦƻǊǘƘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 

village ignores the problem facing the great majority of villages.  He has chosen an isolated West 

Cumberland community a mile or so from the Irish Sea and far removed, by the nature of its 

geography, from urban centres.  The reader unfamiliar with the situation would receive the 

ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ΨǘȅǇƛŎŀƭΩ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ  DƻǎŦƻǊǘƘ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

preservation of many traditional features of the village:  the rural crafts still survive here to an 

amazing degree.  It has already been stated however, that four-ŦƛŦǘƘǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ 

urban areas:  perhaps the four-fifths have a greater effect on the one-fifth than Mr Williams 

indicates. 

  

                                                           
2
 C Stewart, The Village Surveyed, p23-24 
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II 
VILLAGE FORM AND STRUCTURE 
 

 
Varied and numerous factors determined the initial siting and the present day existence of the 

English village.  Associated with rural travel is the dependence on agriculture and a relatively small 

labour force, thus the village is comparatively small in size and simple in structure. 

 
There are two general village forms:  first, the linear village built along a road; this can be either 

compact or loose.  Second, is the nucleated or compact village form clustering around a cross-roads, 

a road junction, a village green or perhaps the church or manor house.  Within these categories is an 

ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƛǎ άƛƴέ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ōȅ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ 

widening of the road, the location of the ever present telephone call-box, the village shop, or the bus 

stop. 

 
The social life of the village is influenced by its physical character, a general relationship existing 

between social activity and the village situation or form.  The compact village tends to induce more 

social activity than would be expected for its size, due to the closeness of houses and meeting 

places.  The linear village tends to be less friendly due to the distance from the outskirts to the 

centre.  Fewer people are within walking distances of meeting places which affects attendances of 

functions and reduces casual contacts. 

 
As can be seen by the map, Longstock is an extreme example of a Linear village, extending for over 

two miles along the road.  The sections at either end are indeed more related to the adjacent 

villages than to Longstock itself.  The villages in this part of the country are mainly composed of 

thatched cottages, a form not lending itself to the continuous row housing found in midland and 

northern England. 
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Map 1 
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III 
THE VILLAGE OF LONGSTOCK 
 

 
Longstock is located in the county of Hampshire in southern England, and is about sixty-five miles 

south-west of London and twenty miles north of the port of Southampton. (See Map 1.) 

 
The civil parish of Longstock covers an area of about 4.6 square miles, (Map 2) and has a population 

of 520.  The village proper (Map 3) is mainly on the southern slope of the range of hills which run 

parallel with the right bank of the River Test.  The straggling village is on either side of the road 

which runs down the bank of the river at the foot of the hills.  As with so many English villages a 

large house dominates the village in which the squire would have lived in former days.  This is called 

Longstock House and overlooks the valley from the north-east. 

 
The soil of the area is light and chalky with peat and gravel and a subsoil of chalk.  The chief crops 

have traditionally been wheat, barley and oats, and dairy farming is also practiced.  Board of 

Agriculture statistics have indicated the area of the parish as 2985 acres; 27 acres being water areas, 

2017 acres of arable land, 830 acres of permanent grass and 31 acres in woods and plantation. 

 
Evidence of man in the area dates back to 2500 BC.  Ancient burial mounds are within the parish and 

a few yards beyond the boundary is one of the finest early Iron Age hillforts in the country 

commanding a distant view and giving mute evidence of the pre-Roman civilization.  The Romans 

came to this part of the country in 43 AD and the remains of a Roman villa evidences the flourishing 

agriculture of the time.  The tribes here were so thoroughly destroyed that the area became one of 

the most Romanized parts of Britain, but an urban culture superimposed on a rural culture which 

was not strengthened led to the ultimate decay of the towns and the prospering of the rural 

landowners.  The Saxon invasion of 367 AD destroyed the Roman villas and it was mainly the rural 

civilization that survived. 

 
ά¢ƘŜ ƳŀƴƻǊ ƻŦ [ƻƴƎǎǘƻŎƪέ ǿŀǎ held of Edward the Confessor or in 1086 by one Hugh, son of Osmund 

and it changed hands many times over the years until passing to the Crown again when Henry 

Lancaster became Henry IV.  Various leases of the site were made by later kings, James I granting it 

to the trustees of the Earl of Southampton.  Through marriage and descent the manor was conveyed 

to the third Duke of Portland:  the story runs that the duke frequented an inn in Andover but never 

settled his account in cash, and to discharge his debt to the proprietor he parted with Longstock.  A 

succession of purchases over the years indicate the change in families until the early twentieth 

century when it was bought by the Beddington family.  During the Second World War the property 

was bought by John Lewis, a multi-millionaire who owned about forty stores throughout the 

country.  The house served as his residence for some years and has recently been converted to a 

club for highly placed executives with his company. 
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IV 
THE JOHN LEWIS PARTNERSHIP 
 

 
John Lewis is known to the British business world as the pioneer of the John Lewis Partnership.  

When assuming his positƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ мфлп [Ŝǿƛǎ ŀǇǇŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

principles of vastly increasing his own fortune while allowing his workers a bare minimum wage.  

Lewis wanted to share the profits of the company with all the employees, and on his ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ 

he signed his own interests to a partnership of the workers themselves.  The Partnership formed 

over forty years ago now includes over 12,000 workers in 44 stores throughout the country. 

 
The fundamental economic ideas upon which the Partnership is based are relatively 

simple.  Capital should receive a reasonable fixed cumulative dividend, and the 

rewards for taking a financial risk should never be unlimited.  Management should 

receive an ample renumeration properly related to the earnings of able, hard 

working men in general.  No worker should receive less than a decent living; and 

between this bottom limit and this top limit every pay-rate should be governed by 

ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ŦƛǊǎǘ-rate efficiency in its services to the general community.  

After meeting these prior claims and providing proper reserves, all profits should be 

distributed among all the workers, managers and managed alike in proportion to 

their pay, which should be taken as the best measure of their contribution to the 

total result. 3 

 
[Ŝǿƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩ ƛŘŜŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ мфну ōƻǳƎƘǘ 

Leckford, the next village to Longstock, for a permanent home.  At that time the village was in poor 

condition and required heavy expenditure. 

 
Most of it went into getting the land back into good heart, providing fencing and 

water supply, tractors, combine-harvesters, corndriers and so on.  The whole motive 

of all this was to provide good employment.  No interest was charged, any more 

than to the Partnership.  It was intended that, if the farming became profitable, the 

profit should go to the workers, either in a new little partnership or, if the prospect 

of profit became sufficiently promising, in the John Lewis Partnership as has now 

happened.  In the meantime all the cottage rents were discontinued, pay rates were 

raised as far as seemed possible without making too much trouble in that 

countryside and a good many thousands of pounds were spent upon putting the 

cottages into good condition and giving them a piped supply of clean water, a bath 

house and so on.   

 
Of this outlay a good deal has been written off as irrecoverable and a good deal 

more may turn out in the end to have been likewise lost.  But the villages (Leckford 

and a good part that was later acquired of Longstock) have been made prosperous 

and the yield of the land has been increased enormously. 4 

 
Today Leckford is still wholly owned by the Partnership, and of the total population of 150, 62 are 

working partners.  By comparison ƻƴƭȅ ос ƻŦ [ƻƴƎǎǘƻŎƪΩǎ рнл ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΦ 

                                                           
3
 The John Lewis Partnership, A Brief Description, p10 

4
 J S Lewis, Partnership for All, p74 
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The main activities of the Leckford Estate, as it is called, are corn and herbage seed growing, 

dairying, fruit farming, bird farming, gardening and, strictly for higher placed executives, shooting 

and fishing.  Partners include dairymen, tractor drivers, milkers, gardeners, gamekeepers, water-

keepers and office staff, and almost all of them in Leckford and Longstock live in houses owned by 

the Partnership.  Twelve new houses have been built since the war, but due to the number of 

persons actively employed, there are some older houses, according to Mr M Jones, the Estate 

Manager. 

 
In which we could not place active working men with families.  We give these to 

retired Partners, rent free, but there is nothing binding us to do so, and it is 

ŦƻǊŜǎŜŜŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨǇŜƴǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΩΦ 5 

 
Mr Jones continues that the average length of service on the Estate is about fifteen years: 

 
I am not sure that this is due necessarily to the Partnership, but to agriculture as a 

whole, where the turnover is always low.  However, as the Partner becomes older, 

and especially when he nears retirement age and is apt to lose his pension if he 

leaves, there is undoubtedly a greater stability induced. 6 

 
Partners receive the benefits of a non-contributory pension, sickness pay and child allowance in 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǾƛŘŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ 

made at the Partnership store in Leckford; one penny in the shilling on joining the organization, two 

pence in the shilling after three years and after seven years, four shillings in the pound on goods 

other than food. 

 
What are the effects of the John Lewis Partnership on the village and its inhabitants?  This question 

was asked of a person who has lived in the village for twenty years as a self-employed person with 

no connection with the Partnership.  

 
A personal impression depends largely on whether one owns property in the 

neighbourhood or has a business in the area, or again whether one remembers the 

άǇǊŜ-[Ŝǿƛǎ [ƻƴƎǎǘƻŎƪέΥ  ƻne might be prejudiced if one did.  I suppose such a 

concern could, with the majority of the inhabitants being either employed or 

pensioned, get its own people voted into the Parish Council.  At the moment they 

ƻƴƭȅ ƘƻƭŘ ǘǿƻ ǎŜŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ 

village will come to much harm. 7 

 
aȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀǊŜ άŦƻǊέ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΥ  the benefits are 

often very tangible.  The Partnership owns the piped water supply of the village, and originally this 

was to be strictly for Partnership houses.  A few years ago however, an agreement between a trust 

company owning several houses in the village and the Partnership, enabled the Estate system to be 

ǇƛǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎΣ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀ ŦǳƴŘ 

established to raise £1,400 for the repair of the Leckford church roof.  The Estate opened the fund 

with a donation of £100, and when the fund reached £1,200 the Estate passed a resolution to grant 

an additional £200 to complete the fund. 

                                                           
5
 Personal correspondence from Mr M Jones, Estate Manager 

6
 Ibid 

7
 Personal correspondence from Mr F G Saunders 
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One significant difficulty of such a system however, is that there are too many farm labourers and 

not enough farmers.  The villagers live, work, sleep and play in the shadow of the Partnership, and 

although many benefits accrue to its members, the dangers of losing job and home are actual ones.  

! ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛŦ άǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎŜǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƛǘέΦ  tŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

initiative coming to work for the Partnership from outside the village sometimes leave after a short 

time when realizing the implications and limitations, but most of the local employees have little 

alternative but to remain:  the English agricultural worker is not a transitory person and will 

endeavour to stay in his village at all costs.  To preserve his position in Longstock therefore, he 

conforms to rules and regulations, buys his provisions at the Partnership store and often induces his 

children to follow in his footsteps:  indeed the younger generation has no concept of village life 

without the Partnership. 

 
This situation has prevented the development of initiative and enterprise shown in other villages in 

the region where land is more equally distributed and the small farmers are able to compete without 

being completely dominated. 
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Map 2 
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V 
CLASS, STATUS AND POWER IN LONGSTOCK 
 

 
The division of the Longstock population into classes is quite typical of villages in the vicinity:  a 

ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ άǳǇǇŜǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎέ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ άǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ Ŏƭŀǎǎέ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ƭŜǎǎ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ 

ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ άƳƛŘŘƭŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎέ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ classes is necessarily relative: 

persons in the upper class of Longstock society would not usually merit similar status in the exclusive 

caste-like society of the nearby ancient cathedral cities of Winchester and Salisbury. 

 
In the village upper class are the few non-ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ άƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜέ ŀƴŘ 

investments:  some of these are retired senior military officers.  They possess fine homes, some 

employ an occasional servant, but they own relatively little land.  Some have been forced to sell their 

property through necessity, and of these some have chosen to remain and work for the Partnership 

in managerial positions. 

 
This group live in the six or seven large imposing houses in the village, and the houses are more 

significant in themselves than the amount of land.  People usually assume high status in the village 

merely by occupying these houses:  one of them was once occupied by an army officer who had 

accumulated large debts and who was eventually cashiered.  In spite of this however, his status did 

not seem to drop appreciably. 

 
The occupants of these large houses have come from outside the village, (with the exception of one 

old-established family) as none of the villagers could possibly afford to buy them.  The children of 

these families are invariably sent away to preparatory schools and then to public schools - even Eton 

or Winchester - ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Řǳƭȅ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ άhȄŦƻǊŘέ ŀŎŎŜƴǘǎΦ  tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ 

speech is even yet a more reliable index of class in Britain than any other factor.  A British 

psychologist has stated: 

 
Many English men and women, of nearly all social strata, acknowledge consciously 

or unconsciously the presence of class differences by speaking in a specially 

ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŎŀƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ΧΦ 

An English person, on hearing another speak, is apt to attribute a certain social class 

to him or her - this judgement is seldom verbalized - and to react accordingly.  Such 

behaviour often directed by a genuine inferiority complex may account for the 

widespread tendency to dislike a way of speaking attributed to a class above the 

ƘŜŀǊŜǊΩǎ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀƳǳǎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ 

class. 8 

 
The difference in vowel pronunciation is still an important mark of social class:  a person with money 

and property but without the correct ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ǳǇǇŜǊ 

ŎǊǳǎǘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊǎ ŀ άgentlemanέ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘ 

Hampshire dialect. 

 
A common practice among British military officers is to retain their rank on retirement, and there are 

admirals and colonels in Longstock who are looked up to by the villagers who during their own 

military service were perhaps privates, corporals or sergeants.  These ranks often supercede 

                                                           
8
 T H Pear, English Social Difference, p93 
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ownership of property and a person of rank living in a less prestigious residence is still regarded as 

upper class. 

 
An individual who was knighted for service during the war automatically fell into the upper class of 

the village.  

 
The definition of a middle class is less easy to determine:  no professional persons live or practice in 

the village, (the doctor is two miles away) and during my time in the village my father, who kept the 

village store, was the only independenǘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎƳŀƴΦ  hǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ŀǊŜ ΨƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

to the village, including technicians on the Estate, the landlord of the public house, the church 

organist, and perhaps the village minister himself.  The status of these people is mainly determined 

by the position they come to occupy, and acceptance by the villagers depends on the individual and 

the degree to which he enters or remains aloof from village life.  The only other persons who could 

be attributed to a middle class are the three independent farmers. 

 
¢ƘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ άǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎέΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

surrounding farms and increasingly in service capacities in the neighbouring towns. 

 
Although classes are still clearly distinguishable, the line bŜǘǿŜŜƴ άƳƛŘŘƭŜέ ŀƴŘ άǿƻǊƪƛƴƎέ ƛǎ 

becoming blurred as the ordinary villager acquires more and more middle class symbols and habits. 

 
There are many signs that money, in the form of conspicuous possession of a range 

of objects of prestige, is rapidly driving out other forms of class distinction, and it is 

this change which is behind the argument that class distinction is diminishing, 

(although it is the reality of differential treatment, rather than the particular forms 

through which it operates, that makes a class system.) 9 

 
.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǳǇǇŜǊΩ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ōȅ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 

of cars:  the dozen or so in Longstock were almost all owned by the upper class and the small 

farmers.  Times have changed and the villager is mobile.  During my childhood I recall a head-

gardener coming to the Estate who owned a car.  People were aghast:  άŀ ƘŜŀŘ-gardener with a car, 

ƛƴŘŜŜŘΤ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻΚέ  bƻǿŀŘŀȅǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŜŀŘ-gardeners have cars, but under-

gardeners and labourers as well. 

 
You need a house where repairs or alterations are in progress, and outside will be 

two or three shiny new cars.  I have seen men working on the roads and a few yards 

away they have their cars parked under the trees - and again they are good, new 

ones. 10 

 
Thus the car is itself no longer a reliable index of status as it formerly was:  rather one now has to 

distinguish between models. 

 
In North America shooting, fishing and golf can be indulged in by most people, but after six years in 

Canada I still tend to think of these as the sport of the rich.  The only people in Longstock who fish 

are the six or seven upper class families and their week-end guests from London:  this was, and is, 

                                                           
9
 R Williams, The Long Revolution, p322 

10
 Personal correspondence from Mr F G Saunders 
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ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ΨƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΩǎΩ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ done by the farm worker is probably 

ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ά{ǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ tǊƛǾŀǘŜέ ǎƛƎƴǎΦ 

 
Similarly, golf is limited theoretically to all members of the Partnership, but actually to only the 

managerial staff and their friends.  The farm worker considers both these sports the prerogative of 

the upper classes, and expresses little desire to emulate them. 

 

LŦ ǿŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴέΣ ǘƘŜƴ WƻƘƴ [Ŝǿƛǎ 

possesses power. 

 
A glance at Map 2 will indicate that Lewis owns almost the whole parish, in addition to owning the 

houses of the people whom he employs.  The only other independent landowners are the three 

farmers raising cattle and poultry and growing barley and sugar beet.  Two of these farms are badly 

ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƻƴ [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ 

larger contiguous tracts of land.  These farms are hemmed in by Lewis on two sides and are often 

difficult to work.  It needs little imagination to foresee the fate of these farms as one is operated by 

two elderly bachelors, the second is operated by another bachelor, and the third is owned by a 

spinster who has run the farm almost single-handed for many years.  Partners are encouraged to buy 

from the Partnership, and the building of a modern dairy on the Estate only increases the difficulty 

for the small farmer pasteurizing milk in his own barn.  The encroachment of the Estate on to these 

farms invariably dissuades any prospective buyers apart from Lewis himself. 

 
! tŀǊǘƴŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΥ  ƛŦ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƭƻǎŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƧƻōΣ 

he inevitably loses his home as well - the house would be needed for another Partner.  Until the 

building of council houses in the village, the dismissed person was almost forced to leave the 

community.  Thus, a modern organisation has produced a duplication of the tied cottage system of 

over a century ago, when the labourer was bound to the farmer and to his service, night and day. 
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VI 
WAR AND THE VILLAGE 
 

 
The impact of the second World War was not felt in Longstock in the brutal way that almost 

destroyed the nearby port cities of Southampton and Portsmouth, but life was changed in many 

ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ άŀŎǘƛƻƴέ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀȅ ōƻƳō ƪƛlling a dozen cows and the occasional 

dog-fight high in the sky between an Allied fighter and an enemy aircraft. 

 
The removal of all men of military age from the village and the subsequent re-allocation of 

agricultural labour had a profound effect on the relatively sheltered village community.  With the 

exception of workers in key positions all able-bodied men between eighteen and forty were drafted 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ŀƴŘ 

Army, a government organization formed to help alleviate the agricultural labour problems and to 

assist in the cultivation of all available arable land needed during the war years. 

 
Agricultural labour was also supplemented by Italian prisoners-of-war who were brought to the 

village each day from a prison camp some miles away.  Due to the shortage of younger local men the 

Italian prisoner, with his brown uniform with a huge blue circle on the back, became ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ΨŎŀǘŎƘΩ 

for some of the WLA girls. 

 
During the early years of the war much evacuation from large cities to rural areas took place:  in 

many instances mothers accompanied their children, although some unable to adjust to rural 

ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŏƛǘȅ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ΨōƭƛǘȊΩΦ 

 
The bombing of Portsmouth and Southampton in 1941-42 resulted in the evacuation of complete 

schools to the safer inland areas.  Longstock received about seventy-five evacuees, the main group 

coming from Portsmouth Commercial College were students from fourteen to seventeen years of 

age:  their school for a short time was held in the village hall.  Other younger children however, 

attended the local council school and here clashes between the local rural children and the evacuees 

from the city inevitably occurred. 

 
The task of assigning these children to foster homes in the village was often most difficult:  many of 

the children were from the slum areas, their fathers by this stage of the war were almost all in the 

forces, and their mothers were working in the factories.  The evacuee was tougher and more 

independent than the local child and was used to spending fewer hours in school and more in the 

air-raid shelter:  the change to a passive rural life was difficult to accomplish and friction between 

child and foster-parent with completely different life patterns was almost inevitable.  One evacuee 

refused to eat his farm-cooked meals for some time; he has been used to buying fish and chips while 

his mother was in the factory.  Others would not drink milk that they had seen come from a cow; 

άŀŦǘŜǊ-ŀƭƭΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ Ƴƛƭƪ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ōƻǘǘƭŜΦέ 

 
After about a year however, the majority of the evacuees adjusted quite favourably and the village 

became enriched by their stay.  The evacuees brought a little colour into the lives of their foster-

parents, particularly to those older people without children of their own.  The affection shown for 

many of the evacuees was evidenced in the frequent return of the growing youngsters when the war 

was over, many bringing their actual parents to ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀǊǘƛƳŜ ΨǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩΦ 



 

15 

Another element introduced to the surrounding area was the military contingent of Commonwealth 

and Unites States forces stationed at nearby camps:  two RAF stations were within five miles and a 

US military hospital was located about two miles from the village. 

 
Villagers, many of whom had never ventured more than a dozen miles from their homes, thus had 

an opportunity of meeting members of another completely different society.  Many of the 

servicemen attended dances and other ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊǎΩ 

homes during their off-duty hours.  Villagers converted the disused school into a forces canteen 

which became a popular place to spend a few quiet hours away from the base. 

 
As in London and othŜǊ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ άŦƛǊŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜǊǎέ 11 found that the 

common danger produced a far greater feeling of unity than existed in peacetime, so in the rural 

areas did the war effort bind the village into a stronger and closer community.  War savings bonds, 

άŘƛƎ ŦƻǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅέ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎΣ ƪƴƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǊƻƴ ǊŀƛƭƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ Ƴǳƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ 

ŀƴŘ ά²ŀǊǎƘƛǇ ²ŜŜƪǎέ all developed a competitive spirit between villages, and village patriotism was 

deliberately exploited to obtain the maximum results. 

 
Indeed, the village regained much of its former self-sufficiency in many ways:  food rationing 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ άǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘέ ŀǘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀllocation 

of dried eggs, bacon, cheese, butter and other necessities, and the convenience of obtaining these 

goods within a few yards of home induced the return of several former customers.  It was also more 

convenient due to the difficulty of travel in wartime:  ǎƛƎƴǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ άƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ journey really 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΚέ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǿŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ǇƻƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ 

vicinity could be quite hazardous as all name-places on stores etc were painted out and signposts 

were taken down.  (This was supposed to confuse any enemy parachutists who might care to drop 

in). 

 
  

                                                           
11

 The civilians who kept nightly watch on the roof-tops to spot where incendiary bombs fell, and who directed 
their fellows below to their locations. 
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Map 4 
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Map 3 

 

 

  



 

18 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Views along the road through Longstock indicating 
the distance between cottages.  Almost all the 

houses have these thatched roofs. 
  


