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PREFACE

The isolation of the English village is difficult to visualize vgt@ncing at a map of the country and

noticing the small distances between places. This isolation is, or was until a few years ago, an

actuality however:l grew up in a small agricultural village about sixty miles saugst of London

FYR FTAFTGISSY YAt S&a FTNRY 2 ychesaryedwadstemgdRenaremotr & G 0 |
in many ways. Until quite recently many people were born, married and buried in the village

without ever journeying more than twenty miles from home. This isolation made each village a

digtinct entity even thoughtie next village was only a mile or so away.

Since the war however, the village has undergone changes more drastic than at any time in its
KAZG2NE FYyR GKS WieLAOItQ @Attt IS F2yRf& NBYSYOS
urban influencesemove the isolation factors one by one.

This paper will examine the village of Longstock in southern England and will attempt to describe the
pattern of life as it was remembered and as it is changing. This village was my childhood home from
1933 to 1949 and | have r&isited it since then, most recently in the summer of 1961.

I have necessarily relied on my own memory to a large degree, but in an effort to achieve objectivity
I have corresponded with several people in the village, have consulted nefssavhere available
and applicable and have obtained population figures from the Parish Council.
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INTR@UCTION

The English village grew up when hunting aedding families settled down to a sedentary life, living

in groups for mutual support and protection, and growing their own food. The village is, in fact, as
old as cultivation and although over four fifths of the people of England now live in urbas, #rea

village still holds its position as a characteristic product of the English way of life. The village, then, is
a much older institution than the town and has long served as the social and economic hub of the
surrounding countryside. Its positiomé primarily been dependent on agriculture, but besides
providing the amenities of social life, the village craftsman served the neighbourhood with their
traditional skills. Mechanization has now made the wheelwright, blacksmith and saddler redundant
so that the younger generation has little alternative between work directly on the land or migration

to the town.

The survival of the village has owed much to its capacity for continuous chtregprimitive village
was quite different from the medieval \ae, while the medieval village was equally different from
the village of today.

Throughout its history, until about a hundred and fifty years ago, the village independence was
undisturbed; the inhabitants living an almost setintained existencevorking on the surrounding
land and seldom travelling further than the nearest market town.

In the nineteenth century however, changes took place which seriously impaired theuffedfency

of the village. The Enclosure Acts transformed the whole economic structure of the rural community

by dividing the common land among the existing landloriiany villages whohad previously

obtained a living on the common land were forced to search for work in theiggotewns. The

road systemh YLINE SR SEGSYRAY3 GKS GAftl ISNDE K2NRAIT 2y
network of over 15,000 nek of railway lines linking the burgeoning towns. This virtually eliminated

the stagecoach, thus again isolating the villages.

The development of the automobile and the institution of the rural bus services revolutionized
transportation, bringing villags on or near the main roads into closer contact with the neighbouring
townsthan ever before.

The existence of the village community based on agriculture depended largely on the urban demand.

The needs of a rapidly reproductive population however, we22y o06Seé2y R 9y 3af | yRQaA
the settlement of the North American prairie together with the repeal of the Corn Laws brought
SO2y2YAO RA&FAGSNI G2 GKS . NAGAAK FINNSNE OF dzAA Yz
1931 the proportion of theural population declined by nearly half, and over the same period the

ydzYo SNJ 2F F ANRKR Odz GdzNF £ 62'N] SNBE RSONBF&ASR o0& KIf ¥

The situation was only partly alleviated in time of war when increased production was important.
The villages were nable to offer adequate attractions to stem the migration to tiogvn where
GKS fFNABSNJI O2YYdzyAGASa O2dzxA R &dzLJLI2 NI GKS OAYySY!Il >

! C Stewart, The Village Surveyed, 223



This then is the first problem of the English villageow to provide opportunities,
sacial and economic, in sufficient measure to compete favourably with the towns,
while at the same time preserving the advantages which should be the natural
conequence of a healthy outdoor dif?

¢KS ANBgAYI O2yOSNY (2 AaLINBASNWDS: (GKScehthSy A G A Sa
conception of the village as an escape from the industrial town. At the same time as countrymen

left the village to seek employment in the towns, the tasmman was leaving the city to find

enjoymentin the country.

The English village has thus been subjected to many stresses and strains, but perhaps none more

crucial than those which it is undergoing today. Sociological study of the village has besn largel

neglected and althoughW M WiliaRa addzReé 2F D2aF2NIUK FdZf FAfta |y
village ignores the problem facing the great majority of villages. He has chosen an isolated West
Cumberland community a mile or so from the Irish Seafandemoved, by the nature of its

geography, from urban centres. The reader unfamiliar with the situation would receive the
AYLINBaaAz2y GKIG GKAa Aa | WieLAOKHtQ @GAttlaSo D2
preservation of many traditional &gures of the villagethe rural crafts still survive here to an

amazing degree. It has already been stated however, thatfolrF § Ka 2F . NAGF Ay Qa LR
urban areas:perhaps the foufifths have a greater effect on the o+idth than Mr Wiliams

indicates.

%C Stewart, The Villagaurveyed p2324



Il
VILLAGE FORM AND STRUCTURE

Varied and numerous factors determined the initial sitangl the present day existence of the
English village. Associated with rural travel is the dependence on agriculture and a relatively small
labour force, thus the village is comparatively small in size and simple in structure.

There are two general villg forms:first, the Inear village built along a roathis can be either

compact or loose. Second, is the nucleated or compact village form clustering around-spadsss

a road junction, a village green or perhaps the church or manor house. \Widsa categories is an
FYFTAYy3 @GFENRSGeT odzi GKS aAGNYYy3ISNI OFyYy |fglea
widening of the road, the location of the ever present telephone-loa, the village shop, or the bus
stop.

The social life of theillage is influenced by its physical character, a general relationship existing
between social activity and the village situation or form. The compact village tends to induce more
social activity than would be expected for its size, due to the closafdssuses and meeting

places. The linear village tends to be less friendly due to the distance from the outskirts to the
centre. Fewer people are within walking distances of meeting places which affects attesdan
functionsand reduces casual contac

As can be seen by the map, Longstock is an extreme example of a Linear village, extending for over
two miles along the road. The sections at either end are indeed more related to the adjacent
villages than to Longstock itself. The villages in this @f the country are mainly composed of

thatched cottages, a form not lending itself to the continuous row housing found in midland and
northern England.

St
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1
THE VILLAGE OF LONGSTOCK

Longstock is located in the county of Hampshireouhern England, and is about sixiye miles
southrwest of London and twenty miles north thfe port of Southampton. (Seedp 1.)

The civil parish of Longstock covers agaanf about 4.6 square miles, 8 2) and has a populatio

of 520. The villagproper (Map 3) is mainly on the southern slope of the range of hills which run
parallel with the right bank of the River Test. The straggling village is on either side of the road
which runs down the bank of the river at the foot of the hills. As witmaay Engliskillages a

large house dominatethe village in which the squire would have lived in former days. This is called
Longstock House and overlooks the valley from the nedht.

The soil of the area is light and chalky with peat and gravebasubsoil of chalk. The chief crops

have traditionally been wheat, barley and ogaad dairy farming is also practiced. Board of

Agriculture statistics have indicated the area of the parish as 2985 acres; 27 acres being water areas,
2017acres of arald land, 830 acres of permanent grass and 31 acres in woods and plantation.

Evidence of man in the area dates back to 2500 BC. Ancient burial mounds are within the parish and
a few yards beyond the boundary is one of the finest early Iron Age hillfattie icountry

commanding a distant view and giving mute evidence of theRawean civilization. The Romans

came to this part of the country in 43 ADdathe remains of a Roman vilkidences the flourishing
agriculture of the time. The tribes here were thoroughly destroyed that the area became one of

the most Romanized parts of Britain, but an urban culture superimposed on a rural culture which

was not strengthened led to the ultimate decay of the towns and the prospering of the rural
landowners. Th&axon invasion of 367 AD destroyed the Roman villas and it was mainly the rural
civilization that survived.

G¢KS YI y2N 2 Fhelf & Fovarditite @dnéessdr ior086 by one Hugh, son of Osmund
and it changed hands many times over the yearsl| patssing to the Crown again when Henry
Lancaster became Henry IV. Various leases of the site were made by later kings, James | granting it
to the trustees of the Earl of Southampton. Through marriage and descent the manor was conveyed
to the third Dukeof Portland: the story runs that the duke frequented amiim Andover but never

settled his account in cash, and to discharge his debt to the proprietor he parted with Longstock. A
succession of purchases over the years indicate the change in familiethe early twentieth

century when it was bought by the Beddington family. DuringSbeondNorld War the property

was bought by John Lewis, a multillionaire who owned about forty stores throughout the

country. The house served as his residencesdéme years and has recently been converted to a

club for highly placed executives with his company.



\%
THE JOHN LEWIS PARTNERSHIP

John Lewis is known to the British business world as the pioneer of the John Lewis Partnership.

When assuming his poait2 y Ay GKS FlIYAfe& odzaAySaa Ay wmdpnn [ S¢
principles of vastly increasing his own fortune while allowing his workers a bare minimum wage.

Lewis wanted to share the profits of the company with all the employees, and @hthi§ K SN & RS
he signed his own interests to a partnership of the workers themselves. The Partnership formed

over forty years ago now includes over 12,000 workers in 44 stores throughout the country.

The fundamental economic ideas upon which the Padhgris based are relatively
simple. Capital should receive a reasonable fixed cumulative dividend, and the
rewards for taking a financial risk should never be unlimited. Management should
receive an ample renumeration properly related to the earningaldé, hard

working men in general. No worker should receive less than a decent living; and
between this bottom limit and this top limit every pagte should be governed by
G§KS t I NIy S NBE-fétk éffi@iéncylinitysergices tF theN@néral commity.
After meeting these prior claims and providing proper reserves, all profits should be
distributed among all the workers, managers and managed alike in proportion to
their pay, which should be taken as the best measure of their contribution to the
total result.’

[ S6Ara | f&2 H6AEAKSR (2 SELSNAYSY(H 6AGK (GKS WLI NIy S
Leckford, the next village to Longstock, for a permanent home. At that time the village wasrin p
condition and required heawgxpenditure.

Most of it went into getting the land back into good heart, providing fencing and
water supply, tractors, combinkarvesters, corndriers and so on. The whole motive
of all this was to provide good employment. No interest was charged, any more
than to thePartnership. It was intended that, if the farming became profitable, the
profit should go to the workers, either in a new little partnership or, if the prospect
of profit became sufficiently promising, in the John Lewis Partnership as has now
happened.In the meantime all the cottage rents were discontinued, pay rates were
raised as far as seemed possible without making too much trouble in that
countryside and a good many thousands of pounds were spent upon putting the
cottages into good condition andwilg them a piped supply of clean water, a bath
house and so on.

Of this outlay a good deal has been written off as irrecoverable and a good deal
more may turn out in the end to have been likewise lost. But the villages (Leckford
and a good part that as later acquired of Longstock) have been made prosperous
and the yield of the land has been increased enormodsly.

Today Leckford is still wholly owned by the Partnership, and of the pofalllationof 150, 62 are
working parhers. Bycomparisor2 yf @ oc 2F [2y3aid201Qa pHn AYKFOAID

®The John Lewis Partnership, A Brief Descrippd®,
*J'S Lewis, Partnership for All, p74



The main activities of the Leckford Estate, as it is called, are corn and herbage seed growing,
dairying, fruit farming, bird farming, gardening and, strictly for higher placed executives, shooting
andfishing. Partners include dairymen, tractor drivers, milkers, gardeners, gamekeepers, water
keepers and office staff, and almost all of them in Leckford and Longstock live in houses owned by
the Partnership. Twelve new houses have been built since thegbutdue to the number of

persons actively employed, there are some older houses, accordivig b Jones, the Estate

Manager.

In which we could not place active working men with families. We give these to
retired Partners, rent free, but there is notiy binding us to do so, and it is
F2NBaSSIo6tS GKFG 6S gAff NHzy 2dzi 2F (KSasS wLI

Mr Jones continues that the average length of service on the Estate is about fifteen years:

| am not sure that this is due necessarily to the Partnerdhipto agriculture as a
whole, where the turnover is always low. However, as the Partner becomes older,
and especially when he nears retirement age and is apt to lose his pension if he
leaves, there is undoubtedly a greater stability induced.

Partners receive the benefits of a neontributory pension, sickness pay and child allowance in
FRRAGAZ2Y (2 GKS ylFraA2ylf 3F20SNYYSYyidiQa LINRPOJAAAZ2Y S
made at the Partnership store in Leckford; one penny insthiing on joining the organization, two

pence in the shilling after three years and after seven years, four shillings in the pound on goods

other than food.

What are the effects of the John Lewis Partnership on the village and its inhabitants? &tisrgu
was asked of a person who has lived in the village for twenty years asasrgtiyed person with
no connection with the Partnership.

A personal impression depends largely on whether one owns property in the

neighbourhood or has a business in #rea, or again whether one remerais the

GLINS 6 A & [ 2 yiandighth©drejudticed ifbne did. | suppose such a

concern could, with the majority of the inhabitants being either employed or

pensioned, get its own people voted into the Parish Courfilthe moment they

2yfe K2fR (g2 aSrda FyR Fta f2y3 a GKAa adlr g
village will come to much harm.

ad AYF2NXIyd O2yGAydSa GKFG Y2ad LepandiSardy GKS ¢
often very tangible. The Partnership owns the piped water supply of the village, and originally this

was to be strictly for Partnership houses. A few years ago however, an agreement between a trust
company owning several houses in the village and the Partnershiplezhthe Estate system to be

LIALISR (G2 (KSaS K2dzaSao ly20KSNJ AyadadlyoS 2F (KS
established to raise £1,400 for the repair of the Leckford church roof. The Estate opened the fund

with a donation of £100, ahwhen the fund reached £1,200 the Estate passed a resolution to grant

an additional £200 to complete the fund.

® Personal correspondence from Mr M Jones, Estate Manager
® Ibid
" Personal correspondence from Mr F G Saunders



One significant difficulty of such a system however, is that there are too many farm labourers and
not enough farmers. The villagers live, wasleep and play in the shadow of the Partnership, and
although many benefits accrue to its members, the dangers of losing job and home are actual ones.
I ydzZYOSNJ 2F LIS2LX S F2dzy R (KSYaSt@gSa Ay GKAA LI aA
initiative coming to work for the Partnership from outside the village sometimes leave after a short
time when realizing the implications and limitations, but most of the local employees have little
alternative but to remain:the English agricultural worker i@t a transitory person and will

endeavour to stay in his village at all costs. To preserve his position in Longstock therefore, he
conforms to rules and regulations, buys his provisions at the Partnership store and often induces his
children to follow i his footsteps:indeed the younger generation has no concept of village life
without the Partnership.

This situation has prevented the development of initiative and enterprise shown in other villages in
the region where land is more equally distributadd the small farmers are able to compete without
being completely dominated.
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\Y,
CLASS, STATUS AND POWEBNG3TOCK

The division of the Longstock population into classes is quite typical of villages in the viinity:
RAAGAYOG GdzLJLISNI Of a4a¢ SEAada yR | RA&AGAYOG das?2
RSTAYSR GYARRES Ofaaé¢ OI y clasSes iR AedeSsSriNyefhtived ¢t KS RS
persons in the upper class of Longstock society woatdisually merit similar status in the exclusive

castelike society of the nearby ancient cathedral cities of Winchester and Salisbury.

In the village upper class arethedfnonS Y LX 28 SR LISNB2ya fAQAYy3 2y G2i0K
investments: some of these i@ retired senior military officers. They possess fine homes, some

employ an occasional servant, but they own relatively little land. Some have been forced to sell their
property through necessity, and of these some have chosen to remain and work f@attreership

in managerial positions.

This group live in the six or seven large imposing houses in the village, and the houses are more
significant in themselves than the amount of land. People usually assume high status in the village
merely by occupyig these houses: one of them was once occupied by an army officer who had
accumulated large debts and who was eventually cashiered. In spite of this however, his status did
not seem to drop appreciably.

The occupats of these large houses havenge fromoutside the village, (with the exception of one
old-established family) as none of the villagers could possibly afford to buy them. The children of

these families arénvariablysent away to preparatory schools and then to public scheel&enEton

or Winchester-g K SNB (KS@& RdzZ & | OljdANBE GKSANI ahEF2NREé O
speech is even yet a more reliable index of class in Britain than any other factor. A British

psychologist has stated:

Many English men and women, of nearly attial strata, acknowledge consciously

or unconsciously the presence of class differences by speaking in a specially

FR2dza SR gte& (2 I LISNER2Y ¢K2aS LRaAAGAZ2Y Ay (Ol
An English person, on hearing another speak, is agtttibute a certain social class

to him or her- this judgement is seldom verbalizednd to react accordingly. Such

behaviour often directed by a genuine inferiority complex may account for the

widespread tendency to dislike a way of speaking attridutea class above the

KSIENBNRE 2N G2 NBIFNR 6AGK FTFFSOGAZ2YIFGS | Ydza !
class?®

The difference in vowel pronunciation is still an important mark of social ceapsrson with money

and property but withoutthe correcY Y Y SNJ 2 F &aLISSOK ¢g2dzZ R y2iG 0S5 | Ot
ONXza i Fa o0SAy3a a2yS 2F dzigerflema/ RRAK Vik$ HRISA| 2FY
Hampshire dialect.

A common practice among British military officers is to retain their rank on retirement, and there are

admirals and colonels in Longstock who are looked up to by the villagers who during their own
military service were perhaps privates, corporals or senggeaThese ranks often supercede

8T H Pear, English Social Difference, p93
11



ownership of property and a person of rank living in a less prestigious residence is still regarded as
upper class.

An individual who was knighted for service during the war automatically fell into the upper class of
the village.

The definition of a middle class is less easy to determine: no professional persons live or practice in

the village, (the doctor is two miles away) and during my time in the village my father, who kept the

village store, was the only indepéeni o0 dza Ay SaavYl y o hiKSNAR Ay GKAa O
to the village, including technicians on the Estate, the landlord of the public house, the church

organist, and perhaps the village minister himself. The status of these people is mainiyideter

by the position they come to occupy, and acceptance by the villagers depends on the individual and

the degree to which he enters or remains aloof from village life. The only other persons who could

be attributed to a middle class are the three inésgent farmers.

¢tKS olflyOS 2F (KS LRLMzZ dA2y O2dzZ R 0SS 02y aiRSNE
surrounding farms and increasingly in service capacities in the neighbouring towns.

Although classes are still clearly distinguishable, the Ifgibs SSy G YARRf Sé¢ | YR G g2 N
becoming blurred as the ordinary villagecquires more and more middle class symbols and habits.

There are many signs that money, in the form of conspicuous possession of a range
of objects of prestige, is rapidly driviogt other forms of class distinction, and it is

this change which is behind the argument that class distinction is diminishing,
(although it is the reality of differential treatment, rather than the particular forms
through which it operates, that makesctass system?

.ST2NB UKS 41N 2yS O02dA R FfY2ad O2dzyd GKS wWdzLIJLISN
of cars: the dozen or so in Longstock were almost all owned by the upper class and the small

farmers. Times have changed and the villagenobile. During my childhood I recall a head

gardener coming to the Estate who owned a car. People were aghdst: Kg&rtleRer with a car,
AYRSSRT 46KIFG 6SNB (KAy3Ia Ozafdenes hate2ckrs, but undes | RIF &8 &y
gardeners and labaars as well.

You need a house where repairs or alterations are in progress, and outside will be
two or three shiny new cars. | have seen men working on thesaiad a few yards
away they have their cars parked under the treesd again thg are good hew

ones. *°

Thus the car is itself no longer a reliable index of status as it formerly was: rather one now has to
distinguish between models.

In North America shooting, fishing and golf can be indulged in by most people, but after six years in
Canada still tend to think of these as the sport of the rich. e€ldnly people in Longstock whisti
are the six or seven upper class families and their waekguests from London: this was, and is,

R Williams, The Long Revolution, p322
10 Personakorrespondence from Mr F G Saunders

12



LI NI 2F GKS 9y3fAadK WISy ddnéby the/fara @orkérlis@robally A FS |y
AtESaAFEs FEf adNBFYa o60SFENAYy3a a{GNAROGE&@ t NAGDI(GSé

Similarly, golf is limited theoretically to all members of the Partnership, but actually to only the
managerial staff and their friends. The farm worker consitleth these sports the prerogative of
the upper classes, and expresses little desire to emulate them.

L¥ 6S RSTAYS LRoSNIIa aiKS FoAftAGe (2 OF NNB 2 dzi
possessspower.

A glance at Map 2 will indicateahLewis owns almost the whole parish, in addition tanowg the

houses of the people whn he employs. The only other independent landowners are the three
farmers raising cattle and poultry and growing barley and sugar beet. Two of these farms are badly
FNI IYSYGSR YR GKSANI 26ySNE OFly KINRf& O02YLISGS ¢
larger contiguous tracts of land. These farms are hemmed in by Lewis on twausilase often

difficult to work. It needs little imagination to foreseestfiate of these farms as one is operated by

two elderly bachelors, the second is operated by another bachelor, and the third is owned by a
spinster who has run the farm almost singlanded for many years. Partners are encouraged to buy
from the Partnersip, and the building of a modern dairy on the Estate only increases the difficulty
for the small farmer pasteurizing milk in his own barn. The encroachment of the Estate on to these
farms invariably dissuades any prospective buyers apart from Lewis himsel

It I NIYySNRa K2YS dzadzr tf & RSLISYRa 2y KAa @g2N]Ay3
he inevitably loses his home as welhe house would be needed for another Partner. Until the

building of council houses in the village, ttismissed person was almost forced to leave the

community. Thus, a modern organisation has produced a duplication of the tied cottage system of

over a century ago, when the labourer was bound to the farmer and to his service, night and day.

13



VI
WAR ANOHE VILLAGE

The impact of the second World War was not felt in Longstock in the brutal way that almost

destroyed the nearby port cities of Southampton and Portsmouth, but life was changed in many
NEALISOGa S@Sy (K2dzaK G KS ligyy tlozen doivainditle Yacasignala & G N
dogfight high in the sky between an Allied fighter and an enemy aircraft.

The removal of all men of military age from the village and the subsequeito@ation of

agricultural labour had a profound effect on thelatively sheltered village community. With the

exception of workerén key positions all ablbodiedmen between eighteen and forty were drafted

AyiGz2z GKS F2NOSao alye 2F GKSANI LI I OSa 2y GKS T
Army, a governmant organization formed to help alleviate the agricultural labour problems and to

assist in the cultivation of all available arable land needed during the war years.

Agricultural labour was also supplemented by Italian prisoéssar who were brought tahe

village each day from a prison camp some miles away. Due to the shortage of younger local men the
Italian prisoner, with his brown uniform with huge blue circle on the bacledamelj dzA G S I WOl (i O
for some of the WLA girls.

During the early yearsf the war much evacuation from large cities to rural areas took place: in
many instances mothers accompanied their children, although some unable to adjust to rural
O2yRAGAZ2Ya LINBFSNNBR (2 NBUdzZNY (2 GKSANI OAle K2V

The bombing oPortsmouth and Southampton in 194IP resulted in the evacuation of complete

schools to the safdnland areas. Longstock received about sevdinty evacuees, the main group
coming from Portsmouth Commercial College were students from fourteen to sexegtars of

age: their school for a short time was held in the village hall. Other younger children however,
attended the local council school and here clashes between the local rural children and the evacuees
from the city inevitably occurred.

The taslof assigning these children to foster homes in the village was often most difficult: many of

the children were from the slum areas, their fathers by this stage of the war were almost all in the

forces, and their mothers were working in the factories.e €kacuee was tougher and more

independent than the local child and was used to spending fewer hours in school and more in the

air-raid shelter: the change to a passive rural life was difficult to accomplish and friction between

child and fosteiparent wih completely different life patterns was almost inevitable. One evacuee

refused to eat his farrtooked mead for some time; he has been used to buying fish and chips while

his mother was in the factory. Others would not drink milk that they had seerdmm a cow;

Gl FIGISINI SOSNB2YyS (y26a YAf] O02YS&a FNRY | o620d6f So

After about a year however, the majority of the evacuees adjusted quite favourably and the village

became enriched by their stay. The evacuees brought a little colour into the liesiofaster

parents, particularly to those older people without children of their own. The affection shown for

many of the evacuees was evidenced in the frequent return of the growing youngsters when the war

was over, many bringing their actual parents& S G KSA NI g1 NI AYS WLI NBydaQ
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Another element introducedo the surrounding area was the military contingent of Commonwealth
and Unites States forces stationed at nearby camps: two RAF stations werefiwéhimles and a
US military hospital was locateabout two miles from the village.

Villagers, many of whom had never ventured more than a dozen miles from their homes, thus had

an opportunity of meeting members of another completely different society. Many of the

servicemen attended dances and otfierdzy OG A 2y a Ay GKS @Attt 3S yR &SN
homes during their offluty hours. Villagers converted the disused school into a forces canteen

which became a popular place to spend a few quiet hours away from the base.

AsinlLondonando®iNJ OA (i ASa G6KSNB (KS @2t dzyGfouNdthatfh® A 3 K6 2 dzN.
common danger produced a far greater feeling of unity than existed in peacetime, so in the rural

areas did the war effort bind the village into a stronger and closer communigy. S&vings bonds,

GRAI FT2N) gAOQG2NRE¢ Il NRSY OFYLI A3dyas ({yAGaGAy3a F2N
' YR @2 | NB& Kikdevelép&dd tampetitive spirit between villages, and village patriotism was
deliberately exploited to obtain #maximum results.

Indeed, the village regained much of its former seifficiency in many waydood rationing

NBIljdANBR FFff LIS2LXS G2 6S GNBIAAGSNBRHocation | LI N
of dried eggs, bacqrcheese, butter ad other necessities, and the convenience of obtaining these

goods within a few yards of home induced the return of several former custonttenss also more

convenient de to the difficulty of travel in wartimed A 3y & RS Y| yoRrheyrgallyd A & @& 2 dzNJ
ySOSaal NEKeé gSNB LIRaGSR 2y ¢glffa IyR GStSLIK2YyS L
vicinity could be quite hazardous as all naptaces on stores etc were painted out and signposts

were taken down. (This was supposed to confuse any empareghutistswho might care to drop

in).

" The civilians who kept nightly watch on the rdops to spot where incendiary bombs fell, and who directed
their fellows below to their locations.
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Map 3
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Views along the road through Longstock indicating
the distance between cottages. Almost all the
houses have these thatched roofs.
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